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Preface

The Overseas Community Affairs Council (OCAC) has been developing teaching materials
for the overseas community for many years. In response to changing trends in Chinese-language
education and learning environments around the world, the OCAC asked dozens of scholars,
instructors with experience teaching overseas compatriots, and Chinese language teachers from
around the world to work on this project. The outline for these teaching materials is based on the
latest theories on teaching Chinese as a second language and was designed in accordance with the
topics set forth by the California World Language Content Standards as well as language teaching
standards set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. Cultural content
and notes on local characteristics were added when deemed appropriate. These teaching materials
can help increase interest in learning the Chinese language among students regardless of ethnic
background.

Let’s Learn Chinese consists of 12 volumes of 12 lessons each with content that gradually
increases in difficulty. Lessons are centered around daily conversation, while the content adheres
to the principles of communication, culture, connection, comparison, and community. This series
is suitable for the elementary and junior high school levels. The objective of this series is to train
students to use Chinese to communicate in everyday life and to be able to apply what they’ve
learned right away, either at home or in Chinese-language environments. The after-class practice
focuses on task-based teaching. To improve student speaking, listening, reading, writing, and cross-
cultural Chinese-language skills, various communication models, including bilateral communication,
performance and interpretation, and unilateral comprehension, have been incorporated where
appropriate.

The lessons consist of dialogs, vocabulary words, sentence pattern exercises, and other kinds
of exercises aimed at allowing students to practice what they have learned. Songs and games are
used where appropriate and audio files are available for download online. Throughout the teaching
materials, the Chinese characters, vocabulary, sentence patterns, and grammatical structures are
quantified and ordered. Both phonetic symbols (Bopomofo) and Hanyu Pinyin are used. The
vocabulary and grammar in each volume are commonly used in everyday conversation and advance
“from low to high proficiency level using the concept of spiral curriculum”. The various levels are
tied together with common themes and expand from the narrow to the broad. They are suitable
for use by schools employing topic-based education to help advance familiarity with this range of
common topics.

In order to ensure that teaching materials meet the needs of overseas compatriot schools,
the OCAC asked specialists and academics in Taiwan as well as individuals located abroad with
extensive experience in teaching and using teaching materials to review and edit the series it
published in 2017. As a result, not only is the content even better, two Taiwanese Culture Units
have been added to each volume. The Taiwanese Culture Units cover such topics as rhymes,
Taiwanese opera, and puppet theater to make the materials more interesting and to enhance student
understanding of Taiwan’s diverse culture.

Going forward, the OCAC will continue to improve its Chinese language materials to raise
interest in studying the Chinese language among ethnic Chinese children. By helping overseas
compatriot schools boost their teaching capabilities, the OCAC hopes to further enhance Taiwan’s
reputation in the area of teaching the Chinese language using traditional characters and to
accomplish its objective of preserving cultural heritage through language education.

Minister Hsin-lsing Wu, Ph.D.

Overseas Comimunity Affairs Council
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Editor’s Note

I. Editing Concepts

1.

This textbook was written based on the concepts of communicative language instruction.
Its goal is to enable the child to learn the phonetic symbols through everyday
conversation before learning Chinese characters. It uses Bopomofo editions and Hanyu
Pinyin editions to facilitate learners to use as their backgrounds and needs demand.

. The learning sequence for phonetics symbols is based on the core vocabulary words and

sentence patterns of each lesson and the sequence of initials and finals, and is allocated
by amount.

. The theme of each lesson is aligned with the entire set of teaching materials, with student

interest being the guiding principle. This enables students to learn phonetics while
practicing communicative language abilities.

. Examples of reading phonetic symbols, rhymes, and combination practice are given in

the first, second, and third volumes of the textbook as the foundation. They can help
students prepare and familiarize themselves with the relevant content so that students can
learn easily and effectively.

. Using the superior phonetics abilities of children, the system progresses step by step

through the classroom activities, the large number of word cards, and game-style
exercises. This enables students to naturally become familiar with phonetic symbols, to
set in place the foundation of communication and prepare them for the goal of learning
Chinese characters.

II. Structure of the Teaching Materials
The K1 teaching materials consist of twelve lessons, and complete editions in Bopomofo
and Hanyu Pinyin.

1.

2.

Learning core: A comprehensive phonetics system, lessons in core sentence patterns (using
phonetic symbols), and vocabulary words (using phonetic symbols)

The 6th and 12th lessons of this volume present comprehensive reviews of the core
sentence patterns, which review the previous core sentence patterns from the lessons and
distribute the phonetics symbols by quantity. When learners complete Lesson 6, they will
have learned all initials. In Lesson 5 the textbooks begin incorporating tone practice.

. Lesson exercise: This includes recognition of the phonetic symbols of each lesson,

combination practice of initials and finals, communicative language practice, and games
and activities.

. Workbook: Each lesson includes listening, speaking, phonetic symbols, initial-final

combination practice, and writing practice.

. Vocabulary Words Index: Vocabulary words indexed by Bopomofo and Hanyu Pinyin are

found at the end of each textbook.

II1. Other Resources

1.

2.
3.

Taiwanese Culture Units (one is included in each Part A and Part B for a total of two
units in each volume).

Activity word cards (attached at the end of the textbook).

Please download the audio files (files of lesson texts, vocabulary words and sentence
patterns, phonetic symbols, etc. and workbook listening exercises) from the huayuworld
website at www.huayuworld.org/upload/epaper/106/index.html.
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%ﬁé A7, Exercise

Part 1
A BliBED: FoEIBIBESPINIT Y H

J- o Circle 7, % and 7~ in the picture below.

B. BUBIET D FHLBCBECAIE LTI A A B
5N 4H N J o Counthowmany % , % and /~ are in the
picture above.

70 ) % ( ) I ( )

16



2
and I~ .

Let's Learn Chinese



F—or {5 Hello

Part 11
A BiBlikr: FoEIH B PNy Y

— o Circle 7 , Y and — in the picture below.

N

J Jn

%:

B. U8 AT HIBUEBCEIELPIA A AL
57~ Y » — o Counthow many % , Y and — are in the

picture above.

77 ( ) Y ( ) — ( )

18



P T .
C. B 857
Write 77 , Y and — .

Let's Learn Chinese 2 E[G)HIE

19



F—or IRE Hello

Part 111 sRreireizidnl « 8c & MErdgs ‘

Classroom Activity: Pronunciation Bomb
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The teacher reads the Vocabulary words from this lesson. If a word contains the
sound % , then students are to raise both hands.

20 hot RIS AIH RISV EIELT 0 RILBRLAIRIRELA RS
}‘@Z\o

If a word does not contain the sound % , students should not raise their hands.

3. %ot %«% é'ﬁ & z'i’lf( 'frJ\ 'k% N 3\¢’f[§]“"']t ’ é\élﬂizr‘g]gé%g
TR o

If the teacher says “Hello”, students are to stand up.

4 FEIUA-ARIBRLACD N TN g YN — o
h,r ,% ,Y ,and — canbeused in place of 7 .
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